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Make story time a little spookier with this Halloween-themed collection of ghost stories, spooky
shorts, and frightening folktales from all over the world!“No one travels these roads after dark.
Those who are found the next day, if they are still alive, will have gone mad.”Chills and thrills to
make your flesh crawl with fear! Turn the lights down low and grab your favorite reading chair. But
first, you’d better check behind you. . . . Ghosts, monsters, murders, and madmen! These thirty
stories have been collected for your reading displeasure from all over the globe, and represent
the world’s best scary stories and frightening folktales, featuring famous authors such as
Washington Irving and the Brothers Grimm. Welcome to a chilling world of hair-raising tales!

"There are some delicious shivers here, with plenty of fodder for an active imagination." —
School Library Journal"Demons, vampires, skeletons, goblins, werewolves, witches, wizards,
and ghosts aplenty inhabit these tales from various parts of the world." — BooklistFrom the
Trade Paperback edition.From the Back CoverThirty hair-raising tales, selected from
international ghostlore, have been skillfully retold especially for young people. Eerie black-and-
white illustrations, ghastly details, and strong, shuddery endings make these the kind of stories
young readers crave. Famous stories like "The Robber Bridegroom" by the Brothers Grimm,
"Tailypo," and "The Golem" are included, as well as retellings of stories by some of the world's
greatest authors, including Nathaniel Hawthorne and Washington Irving.--This text refers to the
school edition.From School Library JournalGrade 4 Up A collection of spooky stories,
competently adapted and retold (sometimes quite freely) from world folklore, including Japan,
Africa, and Latin America, as well as Europe and the U.S. Fairy tales are represented, from
Grimm's The Robber Bridegroom to the modern urban folktale Lavender, a reworking of the
phantom hitchhiker story. Some tales are familiar, appearing in one form or another in various
collections, e.g., Tailypo, but many are not. Stories have also been adapted from the work of
Nathaniel Hawthorne, John Bunyan, and Washington Irving. The stories drawn from collections
of regional American folklore are not only the freshest, but often the scariest. Sources are fully
documented at the back of the book. The cover has just the right touch of gruesomeness to
attract readers, with bats, rats, weird faces, and a skeleton arm escaping from the grave. Almost
every story is illustrated with a full-page picture in pen-and-ink and wash. These are well crafted
but, with some notable exceptions, don't always capture the true terror of the tales, and don't
enhance the text in a spine-tingling manner. Many of the stories will be effective as read-alouds.
There are some delicious shivers here, with plenty of fodder for an active imagination, as well as
excitement. Annette Curtis Klause, Montgomery County Department of Public Libraries,
Md.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.From the PublisherRobert D. San Souci, acclaimed for his



retellings of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" and other favorite works, brings his story-spinning
skill to hair-raising tales from the Brothers Grimm, Nathaniel Hawthorne and many
more."Wholesome and well-written."--Library Talk.--This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.From the Inside FlapRobert D. San Souci, acclaimed for his
retellings of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" and other favorite works, brings his story-spinning
skill to hair-raising tales from the Brothers Grimm, Nathaniel Hawthorne and many
more."Wholesome and well-written."--Library Talk. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorRobert D. San Souci is the award-winning author
of many books for young readers. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this
title.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.The Robber Bridegroom(adapted
from the Brothers Grimm)There was once a miller who had a beautiful daughter. He was a hard
worker, so his business prospered, and he grew wealthy. A widower, he gave his only daughter
fine dresses and shoes with silver buckles. For himself he bought a splendid cloak, a broad-
brimmed hat with a huge ostrich feather, and a gold ring with a picture of his mill engraved on it,
because this had brought him his riches.One night, however, robbers broke into the mill, and
stole his hat, cloak, and ring-and all the gold he had saved up. Then the old man said to his
daughter, "You must marry soon. The world is full of wicked men, and you should have a
husband to protect you. But he must be a wealthy man, because you deserve the fine things I
can no longer buy you.""I don't care if the man is rich or poor," said the girl, Elsa, "as long as I
love him and he loves me.""Tut," said her father impatiently, "if the right kind of bridegroom
comes along and asks for your hand, I'll let him marry you."Soon enough, a suitor turned up who
was dressed in the finest clothes, had boots with silver toes and tops, and rode a grand horse
with a bridle trimmed in gold."I have seen your daughter when she walks to the village," said the
stranger, "and I want her to be my wife."The miller was dazzled by the man's garments and his
horse's trappings, so he said, "She will be your wife."But Elsa didn't love him as a bride-to-be
ought to love her future bridegroom. She didn't trust him; and whenever she looked at him or
thought about him, a shudder ran through her.The stranger came often to the miller's house.
Finally, he said to Elsa, "You're engaged to me, and yet you have never been to see me.""I don't
even know where your house is," the young woman answered, feeling a sudden chill in her
heart.Her suitor said, "My house is in the depths of the forest.""Then I could never find my way
there," Elsa said."Nonsense," said the stranger. "Next Sunday, you must come and see me. I've
already invited some other guests, who are eager to meet you. So that you can find the way, I'll
leave a trail of ashes to guide you."Elsa started to protest, but her father said, "Tut!" Then, to the
richly dressed stranger he said, "She will be there. I will see to it."When Saturday came, the girl
was about to start out, because her bridegroom had told her the journey would take a day and a
night on foot. She felt terribly frightened, though she did not know why. To be sure of finding her
way back, she filled her pockets with dried peas and beans to mark her path. At the entrance to
the forest, she found the trail of ashes, like a thin gray thread, and followed it deep into the dark
woods. But every step or two, she tossed a few peas and beans to her right or left.She walked



nearly that whole day and night, all the way into the heart of the forest. In the morning, which was
almost as gloomy as midnight, she saw a house set by itself in a small clearing. It was so dark
and dismal that she feared going any closer. But the trail of ashes led right to the front door, so
she went up.Elsa knocked softly several times; when no once answered, she went in. She saw
nobody; there was a silence over all the rooms.Suddenly, a voice cried:"Turn back, young
woman! Run away!You've come to a robber's house this day."She looked up and saw that the
voice had come from a bird in a cage that was hanging in a window. Once more, it warned
her:"Turn back, young woman! Run away!You've come to a robber's house this day."She was
about to turn and run, when she heard someone singing in a sweet, clear voice deep in the
house. The voice was so gentle and sad that Elsa had to see who was singing. She followed the
sound from room to room, all over the house, but they were all empty. At last she reached the
cellar door. Descending the steep and narrow steps, she found an old blind woman who was
sitting in a corner, shaking her head sadly while she sang mournfully to herself."Who are you?"
Elsa asked."I keep this unhappy house," explained the blind woman. "But what are you with such
a young, kind voice doing here?""I'm to marry the master of the house," said Elsa."Alas! You
poor child! You have no idea where you are. You're in the den of a thief and a murderer. Years
ago I was brought here with a promise of marriage. Instead the villain blinded me so I could not
run away, and has made me work harder than the most wretched slave. Now that I've grown
weary and unable to work as I once did, he has brought you here. He will drive me into the
woods to die, and he will blind you and make you take my place.""Come with me," urged Elsa,
"we'll run away together." --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Joshua J. Heald, “Spooky stories for encouraging kids to read!. Who doesn't like a good scary
story? I've given out copies of Short and Shivery for birthdays and Halloween! It's a moderate
challenge, but the short stories are engaging and have encouraged my nephews and nieces to
read. They love the spooky (but not overly gruesome) stories!Thirty haunting and supernatural
folktales from around the world, with enough ghosts, monsters and mystery to chill and thrill
children 8 to 12 years old!”

Jlbl, “Great for kids who scare easily. These stories are great for young ones. My 7 year old is a
bit more afraid of things than most kids his age and can get a little frightened from these, but not
so afraid that he complains. The stories are really fun for the whole family to read aloud on rainy
nights or around the fire pit.”

A. Fahrenheim, “Great short stories!. kids always sort of himm and haw at reading, but once
started they not only can't put this book down, but are up to show me or tell me a part of the
'scary' story. They're a good length for my 6y and 9y old- they normally get in a couple while I
cook dinner. My kids love all things horror, so these are far from being too scary for them. That
said, they love the unexpected twists and endings. I'll be ordering more!”

D, “Short stories. I think this is just right for a youngster who likes spooky things. The stories are
short which is good to keep the child’s attention. I just wish there were more pictures since this is
a child’s book.”

Edwin Chicaiza, “Great scary stories for children!. I read this book when I was in elementary
school, I really enjoyed it. While throwing away old papers I came across a summary about this
book and I had to get it for my son. He loves spooky stories and this book did not disappoint.”

Anne Manning, “they love to hear scary stories. I bought this title for my grandchildren, they love
to hear scary stories, these stories are adapted from tale from around the world and they are not
so gruesome but let the child imagine the scary part.”

Catgirl, “Good stuff for a spooky tale!. Lovely.. Read out aloud stories to entertain kids at
Halloween gatherings. Slightly dated Americanised prose, but fun nonetheless.”

joan snow, “This book had some really good scary stories. This book had some really good
scary stories, however,I would not recommend it for below 6 years of age. I was very pleased
with the book, and at a good price”

mallory, “Good for kids. Happy with purchase”



The book by Robert D. San Souci has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 197 people have provided
feedback.
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